Chapter 5.
LOCAL ANTMNFECTIVES

Conrusion exists In this fiold ohlofly booauuo laboratory tests aro still inadoquato
and duo to the promotion and acceptance of misinformation as factual. Path-
ogenic organisms vary in tholr susceptibility to tin tl-in foe liven; npores present
moat difficult probloms; sorum, blood, and pus interfere; mid fow antl-inrootivos
mooauro up to claims or definitions. Tho terms germicide, antiseptic, and disin-
fectant have strict meanings for which fow, if any, local antl-infootivos can truly
qualify. Yot, withal, clinical experience Indicates that their uso has some rational
basis.

Preliminary, thorough Gloaming of the aroa is ossontial for obtaining satisfactory
ofToot of local anti-infootivog. Basically, alcohol and iodino aro fcho only sub-
stantially effective agents in this class. Other drugs aro Included only because
iodino and alcohol have somewhat limited ranges of usefulness. Mercurials aro
so greatly overrated that they aro not included.

With rospoot to instruments (thermometers, knives, oto.) whioh cannot tolerate
hoat sterilisation, various chemicals have boon usod to provont or control con-
tamination. Thoao chemicals, Incorrectly described as agents usod for "cold
sterilisation," reduce tho number of bacteria, As far aa can bo told, spores are
unaffected. None accomplish true sterilization and tho term "cold storilination"
In this sense therefore is a misnomer. All that can bo done is to select the boat
and at the same time recognize tho limitations inherent in this method of decon-
tamination. Such a compromise seems unavoidable at this time.

Tho following summarizes a suggested approach to tho uso of local anti-
infootivos:

1,  For clean wounds and superficial cuts.   Cleansing of tho area with soap
and water, followed by 70% alcohol.   Iodine tincture may bo used, but dressings,
if used, should allow access of air.

2,  For dirty wounds.   Cleansing with soap and water, followed by flushing
with isotonio sodium chloride solution and then, if indicated, ohloroazodin (azo-
ohloramid) solution.

3.  Prooperatlve skin preparation.   Soap and water scrubbing followed by
iodine tincture carefully removed, after drying, with 70% alcohol.

Whore iodine tincture is contra-indicated, 1:1,000 bonKalkonium chloride
(Zephiran) solution may be used.

4.  Preoperatlve hand scrub.   Hexachlorophone in suitable detergent solution.

5.  Mucous membranes.   Soap and water cleansing, followed by 1:13,200
ohloroazodin, or 1:2,000 to 1:10,000 benzalkonium chloride (sophiran).   Soap
must be completely removed or effect of the bonzalkonium chloride will bo
nullified.

6,  Instruments harmed by heat.   Careful soap and water scrub followed by
immersion in a formaldehyde alcohol solution.

There follows a listing and description of the local anti-infective drugs included.
Anti-infective drugs used in dermatologlc practice aro described in the chapter
dealing with dermatologlo drugs,

42on with epinephrine 1:50,000.
